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AFGHANISTAN 


PHARMACEUTICAL INSTITUTE PRODUCING GENERIC MEDICINES 
Kabul KABUL SEW TIMES in English 2 Apr 81 p 3 


[Text] Medicine worth Afs. 34,619,730 have been produced the laboratories 
of the Ibne Cina Balkhi Darmalzai during the eleven mont! f Afghan year 1359. 


Stating this, in an interview with the KABUL NEW TIMES, Pohanwal Dr Murad Ali 
Roshandeel, president of the Ibne Cina Darmalzai Institute said, "The produce 
of the institute are variety tablets, capsules, syrups, alcohol, and tincture. 
All the produce of this institute is in the form of generic medicine ranging 
to 40 kinds of tablets, 6 kinds of capsules, 5 kinds of syrups, a variety of 
tinctures and 75 per cent alcohols. The present production capacity of the 
Ibne Cina Darmalzai is thirty thousand tablets per hour, 210,000 in a day and 
around 50 million in a year." 


Dr Roshandeel said, the company produced 4000 capsules per hour, 28,000 a day 
and around seven million capsules in a year. The Institute also produces 120 
bottles of syrup in an hour, 900 bottles in a day, and around 200,000 bottles 

in a year. Beside these, the Institute catering to its own needs and to the 
orders received from other institutes, it produce ordinary syrups, tincture, 

and solution of Benzal Konium Chloride. The yearly production capacity of alco- 
he this institute is estimated to be around 12,000 litres. 


Pe wal Dr Roshandeel added: “Despite the efforts of this institute and the 
productions of Hoechst Afghanistan Pharmaceutical Factory and that of 

Siddique Medicine "roducing Laboratories, only 30 per cent of the medicine re- 
quirements of our people are met from inside the country and the remaining 60 
per cent are procured from foreign sources in the form of generic medicine. 
{as published] But plans are underway, by implementation of which, certainly, 
the production capacity of the Ibne Cina Darmalzai will be increased." 


"The generic medicine of Ibne Cina Darmalzai," Dr Roshandeel said: "are pro- 
duced in accordance with the international norms and standards and are in great 
demand by our people, and in making generic medicine, the institute always makes 
use of reputed international Pharmacopee. The increase in the sales of generic 
medicine of this institute, in itself, is a good proof of the great demand by 
our people shown in purchasing the generic productions of this institute." 














The head of the institute further said that some people might not know the 
difierence between the generic and patent medicine. He explained that as tar 
as chemical composition of these two categories medicines are concerned, there 
are no difference between the price of patent and generic medicine. The cost 
of the generic medicine is very much lower than the patent one. 


At present, the Ibne Cina Darmalzal Institute maintains 18 drug stores in the 
capital and 32 in the provinces, all of which mainly sell medicine produced by 
this institute. Besides these there are over 1600 pharmacies in the capital as 
well as in the provinces. 


As to the further extension and popularisation of generic medicine in place of 
patent ones he said, "I draw the attention of all patriotic doctors so that 
they should strictly adhere to the laws and regulation governing the use of 
generic medicine in the country and they should prescribe generic medicine to 
their patients, because, on one hand, the patent medicine has been banned by law 
and are rarely found in the market and on the other hand, they are expensive and 
the patients can hardly afford them. Moreover, the patient's time is wasted in 
finding them from the pharmacies." At the same time the head of the institute 
requested the owners of the pharmacies, that they should endeavour to keep in 
their posession all varieties of medicines procured and are currently in the 
godowns of the Pharmacy Institute, and this way, they can better serve their 
patients. The patriotic pharmacy owners ought not to prefer earning more money 





in their business, but instead ought to always try to better serve their patients." 


CSO: 5400 











BRIEFS 


AFGHANISTAN 


USSR POLYCLINIC PROJECT=--Kabul, April 4 (Bakhtar)--A contract to provide tech- 
nical assistance in the construction of the central blood bank and the polyclinic 
project was signed by Afghanistan and the Soviet Union on April 2. The contract 
signed by Dr Zara, First Deputy Minister of Public Health and Bikarovich, Vice 


Economic counsellor of the Soviet Embassy in Kabul. 


Prof Dr Mohammad Azim and 


the Second Deputy Minister of Public Health were also present at the ceremony. 
A number of experts from the Soviet Union will arrive here to provide the Min- 
istry of Public Health technical assistance in these two projects. [Text] 


[Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 4 Apr 81 pp i,4] 
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AUSTRALIA 


MALARLA EPIDEMIC IN NORTH QUEENSLAND FEARED 
Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 19 Mar 81 p 3 
[Article by Joe Begley and Sue Cook] 


[Excerpts] The Queensland Minister for Health, Mr Brian Austin, fears a malaria 
epidemic could sweep the north at any time, killing many. 


Mr Austin told State Parliament yesterday there was an urgent need to increase 
awareness on the part of both the public and the medical profession about the risks 
of the recurrence of malaria. 


He was worried about the increasing number of cases of the deadly falciparum 
malaria strain, carried by the anopheles mosquito, which was becoming more and 
more resistant to treatment, he said. 


Mr Austin said the number of falciparum malaria cases notified in Queensland 
had jumped by 500 per cent between 1978 and 1979 from 12 cases to 61. 


All of these had been contracted abroad. 


While interim figures showed a drop in the number of falciparum cases reported, 
he was still deeply concerned about the possibility of an epidemic in north 
Queensland. 


Mr Austin said that while malaria had not been endemic in Queensland for many 
years, it was rapidly becoming a potential public health problum of major 
proportions. 


There was the risk the disease couli be reintroduced by people returning from 
Papua-New Guinea and South-east Asiin countries. 


The Torres Strait Islands were highly vulnerable to the spread of malaria be- 
cause of the traditional unrestricted movement of islanders to and from Papua- 
New Guinea. 


The spokesman said the increasing number of Australians travelling overseas had 
also added to the chances of the disease being brought into the country. All 
of the 600 victims during 1980 contracted the disease overseas. 


Earlier this month the Queensland Institute of Medical Research found mosquitoes 
capable of carrying malaria, yellow fever and other dangerous viruses in North 
Queensland. 


CSO: 5400 




















AUSTRALLA 


NSW COUPLE HAS CHOLERA; SOURCE SOUGHT AS INOCULATION BEGIN 
Lismore Water Check 
Canberra THE WEEKEND AUSTRALIAN in English 14-15 Mar 81 p 3 
[Article by David Hancock: "Doctors Fail To Find Source of Cholera"] 


[Text] Doctors have so far been unable to isolate the source of cholera which 
struck down an ovly couple in northern NSW last weekend. 


The victims, “: G.M. Hill, 66, and his 64 year-old-wife, of Richmond Hill, were 
admitted to L' +: *e Jase Hospital. Mr Hill was close to death and doctois have 
battled all week to save his life. They are both now in a satisfactory con- 
dition. 


It was only revealed ,esterday the Hills had contracted cholera. Medical author- 
ities had kept it secret while they tried to ‘solate the source. 


Cholera has an incubation period of only two days. It is usually transmitted 
by water supply, food (particularly seafood), or a carrier who has been in 
contact with it. 


Symptoms include, shock, diarchoea and loss of fluids. Children have little 
resistance to the disease. 


Doctors are puzzled by the outbreak. The Hills have not been outside their 
rural property for weeks, nor have they been in contact with anyone who has 
been overseas. 


This week scores of regional Health Commission workers tried to locate the 
source of the disease. They made hundreds of tests on Lismore's water supply 


and declared it safe. 


Medical authorities are also closely monitoring public health and sewage we 
in the area. 


Yesterday many Lismore residents sought innoculation against cholera. 


The medical superintendent of Lismore Base Hospital, Dr Ray Gordon, said it 
appeared an isolated outbreak. But he said specialists were no closer to find- 
ing the source of the diseese than they were five days ago. 











Tests on food eaten by the Hille proved inconclusive, Experts even went to 
Maclean, 150km south of Lismore, the source of prawne the Hille ate a day 
before their illness, 


Dr Gordon felt confident there would be no cholera epidemic in the town, 
"Because of the short incubation period of the disease and the fact that no 
further cases have been reported since, it leads me to think these are two 
isolated cases," he said, "If cholera wae in the area we would have heard of 


more casea by now," 


Cholera is usually found in Asia and the Middle Eaat. <A recent cholera outbreab 
in Bali claimed 75 lives. 


The disease is rare in Australia. In 1977, a couple who lived near the Logan 
river, at Beaudesert, Queensland, contracted the disease. Beaudesert isa LOOkm 
north of Liemore, but health authorities seek no link wit! the latest outbreak. 


Most Lismore residents yesterday expressed surprise at the outbreak. 


"I don't know how it could have happened in a nice quiet north coast country 
town,” said one woman. “Where on earth could it have come from?" 


Other residents discussed leaving Lismore until they were sure the area was safe. 
Future Threat 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 17 Mar 81 p i! 


[Text] More cases of cholera cau be expected in Australia, the NSW Health Com- 
mission's director of public health services, Dr Alan Crawford, said yesterday. 


increased international travel by Australians meant there would probably be more 
cases of cholera appearing, Dr Crawford said. People could be mildly affected 
by the disease without knowing. 


Dr Crawford said tests on the water supply at Lismore, where two cases of cholera 
were reported last week, had proved negative. 


Tests on food eaten by Mr G. H. Hill, 65, and his 64-year-old wife in the 48 
hours before they contracted the disease had also found no trace of cholera. 


Tests on prawns eaten by the couple which the commission had thought most 
likely to be responsible, were also negative. 


Mr and Mrs Hill were reported to be in a satisfactory condition at Lismore base 
hospital yesterday. 
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AUSTRALLA 


ARBOVIRUS ENCEPHALITIS HITS THREE IN NORTH; SPREAD FEARED 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 20 Mar 81 p 4 


[Text] Three cases of Australian arbovirus encephalitis, 
a disease which can cause brain damage, have been reported 
from the North of WA, 


The Minister for Health, Mr Young, who confirmed the three cases, said that 
they were the first reported since eight people contracted the disease in the 
same area in 1978, 


The latest cases involved: 


--A three-month-old Aboriginal boy from Balgo Hill who is in Princess Margaret 
Hospital in a stable but serious condition. 


--A three-year-old Aboriginal boy who is in Derby district hospital making a 
steady recovery. He is also from Balgo Hill. (Balgo Hill is in the Great 
Sandy Desert near the NT border). 


--A 3l-year-old white woman from Newman in Royal Perth Hospital, is in a satis- 
factory condition with a mild case of arbovirus encephalitis. 


Mr Young said that the summer's heavy monsoon season, with its associated 
cyclones had resulted in a much bigger than normal water pattern throughout 
the Kimberleys and Pilbara. 


This had resulted in abig increase in mosquito and water-bird life. 


Water birds were regarded as the main harbourers of the disease--mosquitoes 
bit the birds and then humans to transmit the disease. 


Take Care 


Mr Young urged people Living in the Kimberleys and Pilbara to take extra care 
to avoid mosquito bites, especially at dawn and dusk when they were most active. 


The virus tended to come with a sudden explosion and could appear over a wide 
area suddenly. There was no means of predicting where and when it would occur. 








Research in the Kimberleya had shown that about 80 per cent of the people who 
lived there tor three vyearea or more became immune to the disease, 


fo contract the disease a person had to be bitten by big numbers of mosquitoes, 
Children 


Children under the age of three, especially in the Kimberleya, were moat 
suacept ible, 


Symptomea were headaches, fever, atiff neck, vomiting, giddiness and any neurologi 
cal defect where any part of the nervous syatem failed to function properly. 


Residents and tourists were urged to wear long-sleeved ehirte, hate and Long 
trousers and to use mosquito nets and repellants. 


A special State committee had been working on the problem of arbovirus encepha 
litis for several years, 


It would be impractical, ineffective and impossible to try to spray for mosqui 
toes over such a wide area. 


Despite intensive research throughout Australia and in other parts of the world, 
no method had yet been found of eradicating the disease. 
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AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


MOSQUITO THREAT=-People in the North-West could expect a big outbreak of mos- 
quitoes after thie year's heavy raine in the Pilbara and Kimberleys, a health 
surveyor with the Department of Health and Medical Services, Mr Wayne Jolley, 
said yesterday. The insects were always present in WA and even appeared in the 
desert within a few days of heavy rain. For years mosquitoes had been regarded 
mainly as a nuisance, but medical reports during the past few years showed they 
were potential vectors for a range of diseases that affected human beings. Mr 
Jolley was one of the organisers of a study on mosquito control being held this 
week at the Noalimba migrant reception centre at Bateman. About 30 health sur- 
veyors, medical and quarantine officers, mining-company environmental experts 
and local-authority representatives are taking part. Mr Jolley said that some 
mosquitoes bred in rock pools, some in swamps and others in holes in trees. 

One of the biggest problems in Perth, however, was a species of salt-water mos- 
quito that bred in the tidal flats of the Swan and Canning Rivers. This was 
beyond the control of individuals and had to be tackled by the local authori- 
ties and public-health officers. [Excerpts|) [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in 
English 10 Mar 81 p 25] 


BRONCHIOLITIS OUTBREAK--Brisbane doctors are mystified by an apparent outbreak 
of potentially lethal bronchiolitis in very young babies. Virologists at the 
state pathology and virology laboratory report higher than normal numbers of 
confirmed cases of the disease which is caused by a respiratory syncytial virus. 
The disease causes wheezing and breathing difficulties. It usually is more 
common in winter. But the Laboratory has verified 25 cases in the last month, 
15 of them in the last 10 days. The figures are only an indication of the 
extent of the epidemic as the laboratory tests samples only for doctors who 
request confirmation. Doctors at the Mater Children's Hospital have treated 
eight cases in the last 10 days. [Text] [Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 
21 Mar 81 p 13) 
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'POSSTBLE' OUTBREAK OF MALARIA REPORTED 


Gaborone DALLY NEWS in English 12 Mar 81 p 1 


| Text } 


CSO: 


BOTSWANA 


TWO PEOPLE have died in Werda and 10 are undergoing medical treatments 
after an outbreak of a certain disease believed to be malaria. 
The Tsabong based medical officer has rushed to the village to attend to the 


patients 


One of the patients has been transfered to Athlone Hospital in Lobatse. 


There 18 BUS DICION thal (he disease 16 Malaria because the 
now flowing Volopo Fiver mght be bringing with it mosquito 
e908 4 hospila! spokesman has said 

Reports from Werda indicates that victims of the alleged 
disease Start by Complaining of 4 headache and later they 


become unable to walk 

The conditions of the ten 
patents undergoing treatment 
were Aol khoOwn at the time of 
reporting and the names of the 
dice assed were 6! || being witheld 
hecause thew newt of kine had 
no' been informed 

Meanwhile an outbreak of 
malaria tever Ree BeeA 
acrecovered in some villages ir 
the Kweneng D str ct according 
16 the local Be gqronal Medica 
ONMcer DOr Kim Machaelison 


5400 


He told BOPA that about 20 
cases of malana have been 
necovered a! Dutiwe Otee 
Lengana Takatokwane Pitsane 
anc Lent@weletayu a1! in the 
Kweneng District 

Mr Michaelson 64/6 bie Of the 
Cases Nave Hioodslide tested by 
the Soottieh Livingstone Hospital 
However 0 Case Of death has 
been reported 

Dr Michaelson reveaied that 
to arregt the Gituation the 


10 


Regional Health Team will 
distribute Malaria tablets to 
attected areas and members o' 
the public are requested to 
contact the Council clinic nurses 
i" any suspected case of the 
disease 

The Council Health authorities 
will al80 give Oul Malaria tablets 
10 the atfected communities and 
the Counc! Health inspector wil! 
tour the areas tor turther 
investigations for the breeding 
Of Mosquito and act accordingly 

People visiting the infected 
areas are advised (6 take with 
them choroquire tablets and that 
itws treatment should G0 On 6i* 
weeks 











ETHLOPLA 


EFFECTIVE RESULTS OF ANTI=-MALARIA FIGHT 
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 29 Mar 81 p 5 


[Excerpts] Over 8 million persons living in malaria susceptible areas are pro- 
tected againet malaria, Comrade Yosef Bushen, head of the Technical Department 
of the Malaria Control Programme told THE HERALD. 


64 per cent of the total population, he said are under the risk of malaria. 
According to the expert, malaria is probable in all areas below 2,000 metres 
altitude level, which means 74 per cent of the total land area of the country. 


In line with the objectives, “health for all by the year 2000," Comrade Yosef 
stated, the Malaria Control Programme has drawn up a detailed strategy to protect 
the entire population by the year 1996 provided the material and manpower require- 
ment for the implementation of the plan is met. 


Prevalence Rate 


The Malaria Control Programme here in Ethiopia, he said, has set provisional 
target of achieving 5 per cent prevalence level. In all areas where the preva- 
lence rate is found to be above 5 per cent, the expert explained, investigation 
will be undertaken and efforts will be intensified to bring to the acceptable 
level through reinstitution of spraying, drug administration and other appro- 
priate measures. If the prevalence rate is found to be 5 per cent or a little 
less spraying would be carried out once a year to keep it at the adequate level 
or even less. If the prevalence rate is much below the acceptable level spraying 
activities will either be reduced or completely withdrawn, Comrade Yosef elab- 
orated, 


The expert further explained that, to a large extent, the provisional target of 
control in the operational areas has been fulfilled except in areas where opera- 
tion was made difficult due to man caused problems. 


Comrade Yosef stated that a Seasonal Blood Survey (SBS) will be conducted during 
the peak malaria transmission season in sample localities once a year. The 
survey is to study the effects of the measures taken and to gather information 
for the next plan of action. In addition, during the spraying and surveying 
activities, he said inhabitants with malaria case in the area will be treated. 
In areas where spraying activities has been withdrawn, he revealed, a spot 


ll 











survey will as wel! be carried out to help in early detection of any reaction of 
epidemics. [as published] 


Due to increasing measures taken by the Revolutionary Government in providing 
employment opportunities many people have been settled or absorbed by various 
agricultural development projects, he noted, Very often people move from high- 
lands to settlement areas or development projects without the awareness of the 
Malaria Control Programme, he stated, As result people moving without prior 
protection easily catch fever; he pointed out. When seasonal workers go to other 
places they carry the disease and transmit it to others. Moreover, Comrade 

Yosef explained in some development areas such as the Awash Valley employees 
easily get the disease due to bad management of water for irrigation. 


Vulnerable Groups 


The malaria cases reported to the treatment centre at the head office reveal! 
that most of the affected people have come from Begemedir, Humera, Shoa (Awash 
and Zuwai area) and Hararghe regions. 


As children and pregnant mothers are the most vulnerable groups, he stated that 
the programme has envisaged the application of chemoprophylaxis for them and the 
labour forces in the settlement areas and development projects in areas of high 
malaria risk. Activated passive case detection and passive detection will be 
strengthened and expanded through active participation of health workers and 
mass organizations. Adequate and appropriate drugs would be made available and 
supervised by staff of the programme to this effect, the expert pointed out. 


Comrade Yosef explained that the spraying of DDT is carried out during the months 
of December to January and May to June or as local epidemic logical conditions 


demand. Fortunately unlike other countries, he said mosquitoes did not develop 
resistance to DDT here in Ethiopia. 
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LNDONESLA 


BRLEFS 


GASTROENTERITIS IN PONTLANAK=-With an almost 2=-month dry spell, the number of 
gastroenteritis cases in Pontianak as risen in the past 3 weeks. This was noted 
from the number of ill persons who were taken to the Pontianak Hospital. Dr Nur 
Arifin Naim, chief of the West Kalimantan Province Department of Health regional 
office, who was contacted by SINAR HARAPAN, confirmed that the number of cases had 
increased, but from the examinations conducted, this did not seem to be a cholera 
epidemic. When signs appeared that this would be a long drought, attempts were 

made to mitigate its effects by stocking medications down to the People's Health 
Center level. This was done out of concern that this drought period would be like 
that in the two periods within 10 years, namely in 1961 and 1971, which caused very 
great concern. A nurse in the Sungai Jawi General Hospital in Pontianak, questioned 
by SINAR HARAPAN, said there was a noticeable increase in the number of gastroenteri- 
tis patients brought to the hospital since 23 January. By the morning of 23 
February, 100 persons had been treated. This figure includes those who have been 
cured. An almost equal number of adult and child patients was treated. However, 

of this number, one person died because the individual was brought to the hospital 
too late. Another died on the way to the hospital and thus could not be helped. 
[Excerpts] [Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 24 Feb 81 p 3] 6804 


GASTROENTERITIS IN DENPASAR--Dr W. Semendre, chief of P3M (control, prevention, 

and eradication of communicable diseases) for Bali Province, told KOMPAS that it is 
almost certain that the source of the gastroenteritis epidemic which is striking 
Denpasar at this time is the popsicle called "Es Bun-bun." Results of an investi- 
gation showed that the producer usually uses water pumped from a closed well, but 
on 21 February the pump broke and water from an open well was used. Gastroenteritis 
erupted on 22 February. As of 1800 on Thursday [26 February] 453 victims were 
received in three hospitals. Of these, seven died. All who died were children 
between the ages of 2 and 4 since children are the ones who usually buy Es Bun-bun. 
When gastroenteritis erupted on Wednesday, an infusion sol:tion called ringer 
lactate was in short supply at the hospitals, but when it was running out on 
Thursday, the three hospitals borrowed the solution from many People's Health 
Centers and hopsitals outside Denpasar where it was available. [Excerpts] [Jakarta 
KOMPAS in Indonesian 27 Feb 81, pp 1, 12] 6804 
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BANDUNG EPLDEMIC}=-Jakarta, 18 Apr (AFP)=-The death toll in the cholera-like 
diarrhoea epidemic sweeping the bandung area, in western Java, was today 
expected to excecd 100, Latest reports trom Bandung, West Java, this morning 
said 94 had died and 1,100 were affected with the rapidly-aspreading disease, 
The epidemic which started a week ago at Pacet, near Bandung, has claimed an 
average of 13 lives per day so far, Chief of the regional contagious disease 
prevention service, Dr Suyoge, reportedly said today that the epidemic was 
probably due to a form of cholera, but he added the investigation would 
continue to identify the cause of epidemic with some certainty. [Text] 

[Hong Kong AFP in Englieh 1519 GMT 18 Apr 81 BK) Jakarta, 16 Apr (AFP)-- 
lhe diarrhoea epidemic near Bandung, West Java, was today reported to have 
claimed more lives with the death toll jumping to 62, The Bandung daily 
newspaper, PITKIRAN RAKYAT (THE PEOPLE'S THOUGHT) reported that more deaths 
had occurred in other areas as there was a shortage of medicine, The paper 
quoted the local health service chief, Dr Nina Waluyo, as saying that the 
medical shortage should be overcome immediately otherwise the situation 
would become worse. The Jakarta daily newspaper POS KOTA (TOWN POST) said 
the disease had spread to the capital city claiming one life yesterday. 

len others were hospitalised. Jakarta health officials refused to comment 
on the paper's report, but they stressed the disease was not cholera. 

[Text] (Hong Kong AFP in English 0446 GMT 16 Apr 81 BK] 


CSO: 5400/2109 
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MALAYS ILA 


BRLEFS 


CHOLERA OUTBREAK IN SARAWAK--The Serian and Kuching Districts in Sarawak have 
been declared cholera-infected areas. The medical department said that a 

new case of cholera was detected in Kuching on 9 April. Four carriers were 
detected, bringing the total to 30, The number of confirmed cases stands 

at eight since the outbreak at the beginning of April. [Text] [Kuala Lumpur 
Domestic Service in English 1130 GMT 10 Apr 81 BK) 


CSO: 5400/2109 
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MOZAMB1QUE 





BRIEFS 


SATISFACTORY VACCINATION CAMPAIGNS=-The goals planned for the vaccination campaign 
programs in Mozambique were satisfactorily achieved last year with the exception 
of the BCG vaccine in the fight against tuberculosis. This was disclosed at a 
meeting of the consultative council of the Ministry of Health which recently ended 
in Maputo, The BCG vaccination campaign reached almost 80 percent of the goals 
set for 1980. While the results of the vaccination campaign were satisfactory, a 
significant reduction in the incidence of the principal diseases has not been re- 
gistered yet. [Excerpt] [Beira NOTICIAS DA BEIRA in Portuguese 21 Mar 81 p 1] 





MEASLES LNCIDENCE--Vaccinations against measles, tuberculosis, whooping cough, polio 
and tetanus have resumed in the various districts of the city of Beira after a brief 
interruption in the middle of last January due to chemoprophylaxy campaign activities 
against the cholera outbreak. According to information provided by Dr Clementina 
Antonio, measles have registered the highest incidence in the city of Beira. She also 
noted that during the months of January and February, a total of 19 measles deaths 
were registered in the city. [Text] [Beira NOTICIAS DA BEIRA in Portuguese 29 Mar 

81 p 3] 


CSO: 5400 
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NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


POLIO REPORTED--The Pan-American Health Office has notified our country's 
Health Ministry about the situation in Nicaragua, where 17 polio cases have 
been confirmed, The Costa Rican health authorities immediately sent their 
personnel to the areas closest to the border with Nicaragua to warn the 
residents in those communities because the virus could be easily brought 
into our country. Dr Leonardo Marenguelo, general director of the Health 
Ministry, has announced that a vaccination campaign will be launched 
Monday throughout the country. We do not want anything deplorable to 
happen, he said, so we are going to adopt preventive measures. I might 
add that we are sure that no cases of this disease will be reported in our 
country because our preventive systems have been updated and a very high 
percentage of people have been vaccinated, Dr Marenguelo continued, The 
note that the International Health Organization sent to our Health Ministry 
from Managua says: In response to your request, we have consulted with our 
office in Nicaragua and our representative there advises that 1/7 polio 
cases have been reported in Managua and that a mass vaccination campaign 
has been launched in the city. He also advises that there have been no 
problems at the border. The note was sent to Dr Emilia Maria Leon, of the 
Health Ministry's epidemiological Department, [Text] [PA151614 San Jose 
Radio Reloj in Spanish 1200 GMT 15 Apr 81] 


cso: 5400/2107 
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NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


VACCTNATLIONS AGAINST DISEASES=-More than 26,644 people were vaccinated against 
various diseases between January and December last year, in the Dutse Local 
government area of Kano State. The diseases include cholera, measles and 
meningitis. This was disclosed by the caretaker committee chairman of the local 
government, Alhaji Adam Barde during an interview. Giving the breakdown of 

the figure, Alhaji Barde said that 3,482 people were innoculated against cholera, 
while 17,588 others were vaccinated against meningitis and 5,574 children against 
measles during the period. He appealed to the people to always report any out- 
break of the disease to dispensaries in the area. [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN 
in English 31 Mar 81 p 21] 


MORE VACCINATIONS--More than 15,938 people were vaccinated against various 
epidemic diseases between January and March this year in Ringim Local Government 
area of Kano State. The people were vaccinated against cholera, measles and 
cerebro-spinal-meningitis. Disclosing this in an interview, the Councillor for 
Health and Natural Resources in the local government, Alhaji Tijjani Sule Ringim, 
said about 195,966 were treated for day to day illness in various clinics within 
the local government area. He also disclosed that about 15,133 heads of cattle 
were also vaccinated against bovine and pleuro-pneumonia during the same period, 
while more than 16,475 chicks were treated for various diseases. The councillor 
said the local government has constructed a new veterinary clinic in Kyarama 
village to cater for livestock in the area, adding that two other veterinary 
clinics were still under construction and would be completed in May, this year. 
Alhaji Tijjani Sule said about 15,000 Naira has been voted for the purchase of 
ai.imal drugs this year. [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 6 Apr 81 p 23] 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


BRIEFS 


HUBEL SNALL FEVER PREVENTLON--The Hubei provincial snail fever prevention 
conference closed on 28 March In his speech at the conference, Huang Zhizhen, 
secretary of the provincial CCP committee and leader of the provincial 

CCP committee's leading group for snail fever prevention, said: In the course 
of carrying out nationwide economic readjustment, we should not relax our 
efforts in preventing snail fever but attend to the work more closely. The 
conference reminded all localities that snail fever prevention was long-range 
work which should be done regularly and scientifically. Vice Provincial 
Governors Shi Chuan and Wang Hanzhang attended and addressed the conference. 
[Wuhan Hubei Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 29 Mar 81 OW] 


CSO: 5400 
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PERSLAN GULF AREA 


COMMITTE® MAKES RECOMMENDATIONS FOR COMBATING MALARIA 
Doha AL~RAYAH in Arabic 24 Mar 81 p 4 


[Text] The Arabian Gulf Countries’ Committee of Malaria Officials has recommended 
4 etrategic course for battling malaria which includes the goal of gradual exter 
mination, centering on the importance of training workers in the fieid and coord! 
nating the malaria district offices with the municipalities of the countries of 
the region, 


The committee decided to hold ite fourth meeting in Oatar next year durii, the iant 
week of March. 


The committee, which completed ite work today in al-Shariqah, United Arab Emirates, 
recommended that there be coordination between the municipal, water and agriculture 
departments of the countries affected by the malaria problem. It also recommended 
that local anti-malaria committees appoint people with executive powers to carry 
out the decisions of these committees and to represent the malaria department cn 
the national level in the High Commission for Environmental Protection. 


fhe recomm odations made it clear that success in combating malaria depended to a 
large degree on the cooperation of the public, their understanding of the dangers 

{f the disease, and their enlightenment by all possible means. The committee 
requiested that anti-malarial drugs be registered with the health authority so 
that it could contact manufacturers of such drugs and distribute information 
concerning their use to the anti-malaria committees. 


the committee recommended that a survey be conducted of insects a.ong the border 
regions of Oatar, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, and it requested a report of the 
accomplishments of the meetings held between the United Arab Emirates and the 
Sultanate of Oman in the field of combating malaria. 


In its recommendations .he committee requested that all member countries of the 
Culf countries health authority prepare a plan for training various groups in the 
next 5 years and submit the plan in the committee's next meeting. 


he committee agreed on » revised formula for a joint project between Iraq, the 

‘alth authority and the Worid Health Organization. Specifically, they agreed to 
proceed with werk on the regional training center for malaria and disease-carrying 
insects in Baghdad. 











ihe committee recownended repeatedly that a contference be held on Che subject of 
treatment of the acute, debilitating disease malaria, in view of the success 
achieved by the Abha conference. Lt recommended that the topic of the upeoming 
conference be the importance of combating malaria by instituting 4 program of 
improving the health of the environment. The committee commissioned a malaria 
expert from the Gulf countries health authority to prepare a report clarifying the 
UN program for improving the environment. The report will be distributed to the 
member countries, 


The committee affirmed in its recommendations the necessity of filling out a 
standard form providing weather data and sending it to the health authority ho 
later than 15 February each year, so that an expert from the health authority 
can compile a report of the potential for malarial infection and present it at 
the committee meeting. 


fhe committee, originated by the Gulf countries council of health ministers, 
began ite meetings 2 days ago. The meetings were attended by representatives of 
Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the Sultanate of Oman, the 
Gulf countries health authority and the World Health Organization. 
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SRI LANKA 


BRIEFS 


FYE DISEASE IN TRINCOMALEE~-An epidemic of sore eyes is fast spreading in the 
Trincomalee area, According to Dr. S. Kadiravelupillai, DMO, Trincomalee the 
eye disease is caused by virus conjuctivitis as a result of the intense heat 
experienced in the area. [ase published) The disease is also carried by fruit 
flies (Konduruwa) from one person to another. About 20 to 30 patients seek 
treatment daily at the base hospital. It laste for about five days. [Text] 
[Colombo THE CEYLON DAILY NEWS in English 30 Mar 81 p 1) 


INFECTIOUS CHOLERA DEATHS--Several suspected cases of cholera have been reported 
from the areas of Kantalai, China Bay Trincomalee and Dambulla. There have been 
nine deaths with a total of 28 cases, Health Ministry said yesterday. According 
to health authorities the source of infection is suapected to be an irrigation 
channel leading away from the Kantalai tank. The Ministry of Health has sent 

Dr A. V. K. V. de Silva from the Epidemiology unit to assist the local health 
personnel. The Superintendent of Health Services, Anuradhapura and MOH 
Trincomalee along with other supervising public health staff rushed to Kantalai 
and other affected areas yesterday to investigate the outbreak. Extra supplies 
of drugs were sent to Trincomalee hospital. [Text] [Colombo THE CEYLON DAILY 
NEWS in English 1 Apr 81 p 1) 
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SWAZILAND 


ANTL=CHOLERA DRIVE SPEEDING UP 


Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 8 Apr 81 p 2 





[Text] Health workere and the Public Works Department have accelerated the pro- 
duction and distribution of toilet slabs to rural communities as part of efforte 
to reduce the risk of cholera cases. 


However, there have been problems due to misunderstandings between the PWD and 

the Public Health Department. The production and distribution of toi et slabs is 
4 project which was in existence long before the cholera outbreak, although it was 
accelerated as a result of the cholera outbreak. 


The Central Cholera Control Committee is an emergency organisation which oversees 
and coordinates the work of the various surveillance groups and other bodies re- 
lated to the cholera fight resolved that all rural areas should be supplied with 
the slabs. They are given to chiefs who distribute them to various homesteads 
for ES per slab. 


| In the urgency, the PWD started making the slabs too big, and the Ministry of Health 
| is complaining that they are not in accordance with World Health Organisation (WHO) 
standards. The Ministry of Health has since requested the PWD to stick to specifi- 
cations. But the slabs which have already been produced are in the process of 
being distributed because nothing can be done about it. 


The complaint is that they are too big and create problems for the families who 
receive them. Some of the families have already dug holes and built superstruc- 
tures in accordance with the specifications they were given by health visitors 
in advance. They have to demolish these structures and start the construction 
all over again. 


"I don't know why they decided to build their own things after we had given them 
the specifications," Mr. Lesley Mtetwa of the Ministry of Health said. "Children 
may fall into these things and besides it's expensive for the families who have 
already built the super-structures in advance," he said. 


"We started distributing them in the north, especially Mashobeni where the first 

cases of cholera were reported,” Mr. Mtetwa said. ‘Then we went to the South and 
Fast, and now we are in the Middleveld," he said. “The demand is so high we are 

unable to cope,” he added. 


CSO: 5400/5123 
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TANZANIA 


BRLEFS 


CHOLERA OUTBREAK REPORTED=--Buse transport between Mwanza and Bukoba towns has 
been suspended as a result of an outbreak of cholera in Biharamulo District, 
Kagera Region, The disease has caused the death of one person in the fishing 
village of (Bukamila) in Biharamulo District on the shores of Lake Nyanga, 

lt has aleo been confirmed that 2 of the 1/7 patients who were admitted at 
Chato Health Center have the disease. A number of areas in Biharamulo District 
including Bukamila, Chato, Mwanda, (Wizirayombo), Userasere villages and all 
areas of Nyamirembe have been placed under quarantine. The Kagera Region 
anti-cholera committee has urged all people to observe hygiene measures 

to curb the epread of the disease. [Text] [LD132002 Dar es Salaam Domestic 
Service in Swahili 1700 GMT 13 Apr 81 EA] 
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UGANDA 


BRLEFS 


COMMITTEE ON SLEEPING SICKNESS--Iganga East and South East Constituencies are to 
form a committee to explore ways of controlling sleeping sickness in the area, 
This was announced by the deputy minister of local administration, Mr Patrick 
Mwandha, during the UPC victory celebration of the constituencies at Bugiri vil- 
lage Bukoli county. The deputy minister said the committee would advise people 
to clear bushes around their housec, and wells, to go for regular medical check- 
up and to report sleeping sickness cases for treatment. The UPC district chair- 
man, Jinja, Mr Neega, urged the Basoga not to engage in subversive activities, 
but to rally behind the government and work for the development of the country. 
[Text] [Kampala UGANDA TIMES in English 24 Mar 80 p 1) 
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VLETNAM 


SUCCESSFUL MALARIA ERADICATION MEASURES REPORTED 
Southern Provinces 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 9 Mar 81 p 3 


[Article by Vu Thi Phan, MD, associate professor, director, Institute of Malaria 
Parasite and Insects: "Malaria Eradication Task") 


[Excerpts] With the support and assistance of the administration, ma. organizations 
and the people, and focusing on the key role of its antimalaria network, the 
health department has actively strived to eradicate malaria, mostly in the south. 
Worthwile results have been achieved, although following liberation to some extent 
we had to start antimalaria work from scratch in these provinces. According to 
statistics, the number of people afflicted with malaria in hopsitals and health 
stations, which previously exceeded 50 percent, was down to 5-10 percent by the 
end of 1980. The number of severe and virulent cases was even lower. Reduction 
in the incidence of malaria has added tens of thousands of workdays to production 
and contributed to improvement of life. In 1975-1976, malaria epidemics often 
occurred in new economic zones; since 1978 this pattern has disappeared. Malaria 
eradication work has contributed to the building and settlement of the new econ- 
omic zones. In the south, the malaria carrier rate has decreased by three to 
five times. This pace--although slower than in the north--is nevertheless a fine 
achievement, especially in the central and highland provinces, with the malaria 
carrier rate dropping to below 10 per 10,000 in Nghia Binh (4.8 per 10,000) and 
Quang Nam-Da Nang (4 per 10,000). 


In the north, malaria incidence has dropped to such a low level chat it is ro longer 
considered a disease of the society (with a carrier rate near 4 per 10,000); and 

in general, in the past 5 years these results have been steadily maintained in the 
face of unexpected and extremely difficult and complex situations, such as natural 
calamities, big storms and floods, and the war against the Chinese aggressor. 
Unlike some other countries, we have not permitted malaria to recur. 


Past malaria eradication activities have brought about new perceptions and exper- 
iences in the World Health Organization and at recent Asian and West Pacific 
‘onferences on malaria, there has been a great deal of discussion and even doubt 
ibout the possibility of eradicating malaria in the Tropics. But Vietnam contin- 
ues to attest to that possibility, despite enormous difficulties. 
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To begin with, it te diffieult to reduce the incidence of malaria, and then it 
ie even more difficult to maintain steadfast results, especially to prevent re- 
currence, 


To eradicate malaria, we must continually learn, research, and build the material 
and technical bases. Eradication of malaria is not just a purely technical prob- 
lem, but also a task that requires the cooperation of many departments and mass 
organizations. This is a lesson learned from the model pilot centers. 


Dac Lac Districts 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 9 Mar 81 p 3 
[Article by Vu Hai: “Doctors in Highland Villages”) 


[Text] Malaria caused great havoc in the Central Highlands jungles and mountains. 
In the seven districts of Dac Lac, the number of people afflicted with malaria 
exceeded 22.49 percent of the total population, topped by Lac district with more 
than 39 percent. Nearly all children from 1 to 15 years of age were infected. 
Because of lack of etiologic knowledge, the compatriots blamed the disease on 
punishment by tribal gods and jungle ghosts. 


Five years after liberation, the Central Highlands have changed considerably. 
The minority nationalities becoming masters of their own lives, have awakened to 
the need for banding together with physicians to defeat the extremely wicked 
scourge of malaria. 


In Dac Lac, only 350,000 people live on nearly 2 million hectares of land, in- 
cluding more than 1.1 million hectares of virgin jungle--a stronghold for malaria- 
carrying mosquitos. Besides, the weather is rigorous: 6 months of unceasing 
rain and 6 months of drought. The rich province of Dac Lac needs healthy people 
free from malaria to exploit the resources of Crong Na, Crong Buc, and Crong No, 
and also to bring water from the Lake of Lac, famous for its scenic beauty 
throughout the highlands, down to the fields and villages of Triet, Trap, and 

E Uy... . Freedom from malaria will enable the Dac Lac people to do more. This 
is the collective thinking of those malaria physicians who, in response to calls 
from the party, volunteered to go to the highlands to help the minority groups 
wage successive extermination campaigns against malaria-causing mosquitos. With 
the completion of the first 3-year plan, they found appropriate remedial measures. 


Little by little, the long-standing, silent enemy, which found conditions favor- 
able for multiplying during the interval marking the end of the dry season, has 
been surrounded. Malaria stations equipped with both "rudimentary and modern 
weapons” have been set up, not only in the provincial capital, but also in the 
districts and in some critical villages. Over 40 malaria physicians are work- 
ing day and night in the villages. 


In the past 4 years, the Ede and Monon ethnic people in the villages of Triet, 
Trap, E Cao, and E Uy...have become familiar with extermination measures, such 
as spraying against malaria-carrying mosquitoes, taking oral prophylactic drugs, 
and especially contributing money and labor to training ethnic youths to become 
skilled malaria physicians. 
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The physicians reached the Dac Lac highland villages during the dry season, aboard 
Soviet~made trucks filled to the brim with drugs and medical equipment, running 
past red basaltic hills, and green forests dotted with white flowers. Two kinds 

of DDT spray, for use in the home and in the fielda, and oral prevention drugs 

in sufficient quantities, were sent to health stations in the villages. During 
the rainy montha, health authorities reviewed past eradication results, while 
during the dry season they carried out spraying and other new eradication measures. 


Crosachecks of pilot centers showed that the malaria carrier rate has dropped 
from 22.49 percent (1976) to 3,12 percent (1980) of the total population. Thous- 
ands of people have not only recovered from malaria, but have also improved their 


physical appearance. In E Duon Village, pink-faced youths of both sexes and child- 


ren playing and dancing in the E Quan creche suddenly reminded me of a paragraph 

in a letter sent by Uncle Hoa, a worker at the Phuoec An state farm, to a fellow 
villager in Nghe Tinh, who in 1976 arrived in a Dac Lac new economic zone but 

later left for home. The paragraph read: "...Dear Dinh, things are now completely 
different from what you told me about 5 years ago. The highland villages which 

in your imagination were populated with only forest trees, big springs, deep pits, 
and people living in unhygienic conditions, ignorant about science, and deprived 

of civilization, are no longer the same. Here, the villages of E Quan, Khue Ngoc 
Dien, Nam Da, Hoa An, Hoa Tien, E Cao, Trap and Triet, have schools, health sta- 
tions, creches, and kindergartens; many villages have bath houses, wells with pot- 
able water, and hygienic privies. The Phuoc An state farm has television sets, 

and a radio network connecting the state farm management committee office with the 
collective housing areas of production brigades. If you have an opportunity to re- 
turn to the Dac Lac highlands, you will be surprised to see that the minority na- 
tionalities, voluntarily heeding the advice of malaria physicians, have moved 
stables away from houses, and have learned the habit of sleeping inside a mosquito 
net, eating cooked food, drinking boiled water, and avoiding mosquito stings. 


9213 
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VIETNAM 


HEMORRHAGIC FEVER, POLIOMYELITIS IN HO CHI MINH CITY 
Ho Chi Minh City TIN SANG in Vietnamese 27 Jun 80 p 7 
[Article by PTV: "Promote Prevention of Hemorrhagic Fever and Poliomyelitis" | 


{Text} During June 1980 there was an increase of hemorrhagic fever among children 
as compared with May 1980. The Ho Chi Minh City Public Health and Epidemiology 
Station reported that there were 372 cases of children sick from hemorrhagic fever 
who were sent to the hospital. The Public Health and Epidemiology Station advised 
the people to kill mosquitos and to quickly bring children having symptoms of 
hemorrhagic fever to the hospital. 





Also in June 1980 at local public health agencies vaccine to prevent poliomyelitis 
was administered to great numbers of children Nonetheless some parents have not 
shown concern in this matter. The Public Health and Epidemiology Station reminds 
the people that they should show greater concern and bring their children to 
receive the poliomyelitis vaccine. 


At present there is an increase in diarrhoea with 694 cases reporting into the 
hospital during June 1980. Therefore preventive measures against this diseas- 

must be actively applied particularly in the matter of food sanitation. Thorr .ghly 
cooked food and boiled water are necessary measures for individuals and families. 


In addition the public health sector is carrying out sanitation projects in the 
precincts and districts of the municipality. Control of garbage at the An Dong 
Market and the Thanh Da Housing Area is in progress. Measuring the pollution 
level in the municipal drinking water is also being conducted to keep the appro- 
priate organization informed in order to safeguard the people's health. 


CSO: 4209 
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AUSTRALIA 


BRLEFS 


DISEASED BARRAMUNDI--Experts are trying to isolate the cause of a disease that 
could threaten Queensland's barramundi industry. Specimens taken from the Daly 
and Mary Rivers of the Northern Territory are being examined, It is believed to 
be the same disease that led to 50 percent of the catch from the Norman River at 
Karumba and 30 percent from the Weipa area being thrown away several years ago. 
Dr Robert Lester, from the parasitology department at Queensland University, is 
waiting to be notified of any living barramundi with the disease. He is preparing 
to fly north to study them. Dr Lester said two diseases had been found in barra- 
mundi. They were known as jelly disease and cotton disease. The two outbreaks 
in north Queensland appeared to have been cotton disease. [Excerpt] [Brisbane 
THE COURIER-MAIL in English 23 Mar 81 p 3] 
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BEEF EXPORTS TO EEC BLOCKED SINCE 1980 


Gaborone DATLY NEWS in English 5 Mar 81 p 1 


[Text | 


CSO: 


5400 


NO BOTSWANA beet with the 
exception of canned beet 
exported to Europe since the 
Outbreak of foot and mouth 
disease in February 1980 

The Minister of Agriculture Mr 
Washington Meswele told 
Parliament that at present, the 
European Economic 
Commission (EEC) has not 
agreedtore instate the authority 
for Botswana to export beet to 
member countries of the 
Community 

He however, disclosed tnat 
Government. since November 
last year, has been negotiating 
with the Commission in Brussels 
for the re-commencement of 
exports and, while unable to give 
a firm date. the Minister was 
hopeful that approval will be 
obtained betore long 


Mr Mesweie was asked by Mr 
E MK Kgabo MP for Kweneng 
South what percentage of 
Botswana Beet has now been 
accepted by EEC countries since 
the re-opening of some parts of 
Botswana which were affected 
by Foot and Mouth and whether 
the Minister is satistied 
with prices offered for our beet by 
avarlable foreign markets 


The Minister answered that in 
the absence of EEC exports, BMC 
has been suc essful inoptaining 
other reason! ly pnced markets 

it 1s NOW likely that we will be 
able to export carcasses and 


manutacturing beet to South 
Africa at good prices, he said 

BMC increased prices by 15 
per cent from January 1 this 
year, and beef prices in South 
Africa are presently much higher 
than in Botswana for the first 
time in many years 

This is due to special 

circumstances in that country 
(South Africa) as the reduced 
national herd has caused a 
shortage of beef and forced up 
prices, the Minister explained 

He also attested that while all 
beef producers would like even 
higher prices, in our current 
circumstances he believed prices 
are reasonably satisfactory 
BOPA 


BOTSWANA 





GHANA 


BRLEFS 


EEC DONATION AGAINST RINDERPEST=--The European Economic Community yesterday presented 
cooling equipment and vehicles worth 14 million CFA Francs to the Veterinary Serv~ 
ices Department of the Ministry of Agriculture. The presentation is the first part 
of a total donation of 22 million CFA Francs the EEC is contributing to “help 
wrestle with the rinderpest epidemic" under its emergency aid programme. Mr 
Johannies Westhoff, EEC representative in Ghana made the presentation which was 
received by Mr J. W. Boateng, Deputy Minister of Agriculture. [Excerpts] [Accra 
GHANATLAN TIMES in English 14 Mar 81 p 8] 
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LSRAEL 


BRIEFS 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE--As of 5 April, the Israeli Veterinary Service has 
tightened regulations on transferring Livestock due to the spread of hoof 
and mouth disease in Israel. So far, mild cases of the disease have been 
discovered within the green line in four places for the first time in many 
years. From now on, only livestock intended for slaughter will be allowed 
to be transferred, and only to licensed slaughter houses, It was found 
out that the virus that has attacked sheep and cattle herds in the West 
Bank, from which it reached Israel, is aggressive and of a different sub- 
type and requires a different vaccine. The entire West Bank has been 
declared a contaminated area and as of 5 April the entry of vehicles 

into the sheds has been forbidden for fear of spreading the disease, which 
can cause death among the young animals. [Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 

6 Apr 81 p 6 TA) 


SPREAD OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE--Hoof-and-mouth disease has spread into Israel 

from Judaea and Samaria. The disease originated in Jordan where it has been raging 
for several months. Two dairy farms have so far been affected, one in the Bet-She'an 
area and another in Bet Guvrin. The director general of the veterinary services, 

Dr Arnon Shimshoni, said the disease involves a new strain of the virus which is 

not included in the vaccine used in Israel. Therefore, all the cattle in Israel 

are exposed to the disease. The appropriate vaccine is not kept in Israel and 
within 2 to 3 weeks the appropriate vaccine will be brought in. [Text] [TA131855 
Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1600 GMT 13 Apr 81] 
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SWEDEN 


BRIEFS 


NEW CANINE ILLNESS INCIDENT=-The continental canine illness which plagued canines 
in Stockholm and Uppeala a year ago last winter has now reached western Sweden 
where it is particularly troublesome in Goteborg, Molndal and Boras. There were 
isolated incidents last fall, but now several cases a week are being reported. 
Vaccination is the only protection against the disease and a canine should be 
vaccinated at 6 weeks of age. The illness is most widespread among canines under 
6 monthe which have not yet developed natural immunity. The affected animal 
vonits and becomes listless, refusing to eat or drink. Then diarrhea sets in with 


great lose of fluids. Very few survive the illness. [Text] [Stockholm SVENSKA 
DAGBLADET in Swedish 24 Feb 81 p 1] 8952 
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COSTA RICA 


BRIEFS 


CANE DISEASE=-The Agriculture Ministry's quarantine department has installed 
five new posts for the control of sugarcane smut which was recently dis- 
covered on plantations in Guanacaste Province. The department reported that 
the disease has not spread to other cane areas in the country, which means 
that the control efforts being carried out by 40 officials have so far been 
successful. [San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 1730 GMT 7 Apr 81 PA) 


CSO: 5400/2109 
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CUBA 


WORK TO ERADICATE BLUE MOLD IN COUNTRY DESCRIBED 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 8 Feb 81 p 6 
[Article by Ramon Brizuela Roque] 


(Text) There is no doubt that this year the people of Pinar del Rio are having a 
great harvest, after the bad year they had for tobacco in 1979, when blue mold 
appeared and destroyed all the efforts and sacrifices of these people, wio had so 
patiently prepared their tobacco harvest. 


The effort of workers, peasants and students was nearly destroyed by the diseace, 
and rather than the planned estimate of some 600,000 quintale, they were able to 
harvest only about 100,000 quintals. Notwithstanding this obstacle, there was a 
good quantity of large outer leaves for export, and quality seed was guaranteed 
for the current campaign. 


Technicians and workers confronted the challenge of blue mold, and with the large 
resources invested by the state in chemicals, they have succeeded in ersdicating 
it from plantations in Pinar del Rio. It was a combined effort, a sericus and 
consistent task for the entire province, and it was later endorsed by a resolution 
of the Provincial Assembly of the People's Government, which strictly prohibited 
the establishment of ,rivate plots or "fumeros," as the peasants call the plots 
they cultivate for their own use, which are potential focal points for blue m!< 
because they are beyond any phytosanitary control. 


8,000 Caballerias 


As was logical, in undertaking this year's task, there was a need to evaluate 
critically all the negative factors which had affected production during the 5-year 
period, as well as to take advantage of the experience and apply the concrete 
measures required by each situation to guarantee success. 


A work schedule was established which included all aspects of the crop, among them 
the agrotechnical aspect, the plan for building and repairs and maintenance of the 
areas for curing the tobacco (curing sheds and rooms) and careful attention to 
agricultural machinery. 


A broad discussion was held with the peasants, who responded with a commitment to 
plant 2,250 caballerias, while the state enterprises committed themselves to plant 
750 caballerias per year. 
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The first steps had been taken to see that all material needs were satisfied, and 
planting had started satisfactorily by the second half of October, when a few days 
later, in November, Hurricane Jeanne destroyed some 250,000 seedbeds with their 
seedlings and 175 caballerias which had already been planted. The adversity of 
nature forced the people to start from sero again. 


Bases Ketablished 


But the people of Pinar del Rio were not discouraged; they were sure of success 
and optimistically resumed their activities, thie time with greater tenacity, 
because the bases had already been established. 


They had prepared for this campaign as never before: soil conditioning was 119 
percent completed, and addition of animal fertilizer was 96 percent finished, 
while 31,000 metric tons of calcium carbonate had been added to improve soil acidity. 


The organization was already established, and this permitted the resumption, after 
the damage caused by Hurricane Jeanne, of all activities in the nurseries and 
plantations. A worthy response was given by the workers and peasante. 





What other conditions contribute to a good harvest’? 


The peasants were encouraged, because in spite of the damage caused by blue mold 
the previous year, the state had indemnified them to the extent of almost 8 million 
[pesos] and had made large investments. 


In addition, there was a new price law, which in Pinar del Rio meant an increase 
of 24.7 million pesos in gross income for the peasants and made it possible for the 
farm workers to be more efficient. 


The fact that calcium additives had been applied to 1,219 caballerias in 1979 and 
1980 to improve the PH of the soil and that 2,098,400,000 cubic meters of soil 
and 78,000 cubic meters of fertilizer had been turned over at that time also helped. 


One of the variations in the present harvest was the planting of 950 caballerias 
with type C-30 tobacco, a species known for its high yield and acquired from the 
experimental station at Pinar del Rio. 


This time the acquisition of supplies was given greater attention, since there 
were greater economic possibilities. 


Efficient Political Work 


Prior to the 1979 campaign the first technical tobacco meeting was held, allowing 
specialists in that sector to bring together their theoretical and practical ideas. 


As a salute to the party's provincial evaluation assembly held last September, a 
broad work by the masses aimed at achieving a fine harvest was generated, and at 
that time the discussion centered on drawing up plans for planting. 


As part of the cadre policy, all management personnel were evaluated and a survey 
was made of work done by the technicians. These tasks served to encourage and 
regroup the specialist personnel. 
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A theoretical program for combating blue mold was drawn up, seminare were held for 
lot chiefs, districts, presidents of cooperatives and all those who might have 
anything at all to do with tobacco, 


In October the traditional provincial tobacco plenary meeting was held, marking 
the beginning of the campaign, but rather than being a guaranteed goal, it wae used 
only as a point of departure. 


High Yield and Good Quality 





However, the goal was not limited to achieving only a quantitatively large harvest. 
Beyond that was the goal of surpassing previous yields and maintaining the pres- 
tigious quality which identifies the “vueltabajero” tobacco in our country and in 
the reat of the world. 


To contribute to the policy of better yields and high quality, there was a need for 
an early harvest, to pick the leaves at just the right moment and achieve a greater 
than 95 percent yield from the 500,000-plant caballerias. Timely measures were 
taken so that each peasant and lot chief would know how many quintals he had to 
produce per caballeria. 


Task for the People 


As we said at the beginning, the tobacco harvest is not the responsibility solely 
of the Ministry of Agriculture and of ANAP [National Association of Small Farmers], 
but of all the people, trained by the party and active in the mass and social 
organizations, working vigorously on the harvest. 


To get an idea of the amount of effort put into the campaign, we can say that at 
various stages there were more than 50,000 students from the city of Havana alone, 
more than 18,000 from Pinar del Rio, the 15,000 peasant harvesters plus their 
family members, the high-productivity detachments mobilized by the CTC, the regular 
farm workers and large numbers of workers from the city and the municipalities who 
left for the fields each morning at daybreak. 


Seediny Almost Finished 


As this report is being written, results have been received only to 20 January, 
and 2,687.6 caballerias have been seeded (2,008.1 in the private sector and 679.5 
in the state sector). The rest will be seeded according to the schedule. 


As to the harvest, 11.9 caballerias have been completed, which means 1,018,400 
varas of tobacco, of which 584.2 belong to the state enterprises and 434.2 to the 
peasants. 


There is no doubt that this year the people of Pinar del Rio will be able to tell 
Commander in Chief Fidel Castro: "We have doubled both defense and production. 

We have an example of this in this regiment, in Osvaldo, the militiaman who at 

the Second Party Congress suggested that the proletariat should bear the expenses 

of the Territorial Militia. At the same time we have had a splendid tobacco harvest." 
8735 
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EL SALVADOR 


OFFICIAL REPORTS WORSENING COFFEE RUST PROBLEM 
PA161804 San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 10 Apr 8&1 pp 3, 33 


[Excerpt] “The extent of the coffee rust disease has doubled in the last 

} months; the number of estates on which the disease was reported has risen 
from 750 at the beginning of the year to 1,500 at present. This is an 
objective indication of the gravity of the problem for the national coffee 
industry." 


This statement was made to LA PRENSA GRAFICA by Victory Raul Amaya, chief 
of the quarantine section of the Agriculture and Livestock Ministry. 


Amaya said that "Over 10 million colones are needed to wage an intensive, 
continuing and radical campaign against coffee rust throughout the national 
territory to prevent the disease from continuing to spread, with serious 
consequences for the country's economy.” 


"Regrettably," he added, “the Agricultural Defense Department does not have 
enough funds for a more intensive fight agaivt coffee rust. We have very 
modest financial resources." 


The Agricultural Defense Department recently re:seived an FAO donation of 
approximately 150,000 colones in equipment, co sisting of 39 pumps, 

3} pickup trucks, 2 300-watt electric generato s, 23 cylinders of methyl 
bromide, 17 polyethylene reinforcement caps, 18 gas detectors, 25 methy!] 
dispensers and 4 gas masks with filters. 


"This valuable contribution by the FAO has helped the campaign egainst coffee 
rust, which has now also attacked the western part of the country (Santa Ana, 
Sonsonate and Ahuachapan); that is, the most productive region,” Amaya said. 


The official explained that "12 of the country's departments are presently 
affected by the coffee rust. Only the departments of Chalatenango and 
La Union, which do not have large coffee plantations, have been spared." 


The ares affected by coffee rust totals 42,293 manzanas and may increase in 
the next few months unless o concerted effort is made to fight the disease, 
Amaya said. 
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"The coftee industry,” Amaya said, “represents the primary source of national 
income and the most secure and permanent source of employment, which ts 
undoubtedly of benefit to the Salvadoran population, The industry's annual 
contributions to the national economy total over 1,2 billion colones, For 
thie reason, it is the duty of everyone=-government, producers, cultivators 
and workers in general=-to join forces to save the coffee industry.” 


The situation in the western part of the country is disquieting, since that 
région hae the highest production averages and the coffee there isa of 
excellent quality, of the highest grade, The following data have been 
officially reported in that region: Sonsonate has a total of 246 estates 
affected by coffee ruat; Santa Ana, 40; and Ahuachapan, only 3 for the last 
quarter, 


In addition to the dieease, the coffee growers face the serious problem of 
prices which at present do not cover production costs, making it necessary 
to coordinate efforts, both in the public and private sectors, in order to 
protect the national coffee industry. 


C80: 5400/2107 
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GUATEMALA 


BRIEFS 


COFFEE RUST--Out of a total of 339,200 manzanas used to grow coffee, 

1,058 are infected with coffee rust. Most of the affected areas are in 

the departments of Suchitepequez, Retalhuleu and Quegaltenango. A strict 
control program using fungicides and protective measures has reduced the 
eatent of the disease up to 95 percent. In some areas, the control programs 
are very effective, Coffee producers and local authorities are collaborating. 
Control program centers are located in Coban, Jutiapa, Mazatenango and 
Coatepeque, [Guatemala City DIARIO DE CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 

27 Mar 81 PA) 


CSO: 9400/2107 








KUWALT 


BRIEFS 


DESERT LOCUSTS ELIMINATED=-Kuwait, March 19 (KUNA)=-Kuwait is free from desert 
locusts, a responsible source of the Department of Agriculture at the Ministry of 
Public Works said, The source added that this was proved after the periodical 
survey held last month which showed that the country was completely free of desert 
locusts. The institutions and the departments concerned were informed of this, 
the source said, [Text] (Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 20 Mar 81 p 5] 


CSO: 5400 
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MEX TCO 


BENEFICIAL INSECTS BRED TO COMBAT PLANT PLAGUES 
Mexico City EL SOL DE MEXICO in Spanish 28 Feb 81 p 6-F 


[Text! Santo Domingo Bajo, Oaxaca (OEM)--Biological control, using beneficial 
insects, is a reality in different parte of the country, where various crop pests 
are being combatted and controlled, 


The trichogramma wasp, which is reproduced by the hundreds of millions weekly in 

the Beneficial Insect Reproductive Centers (CRIB), a division of the Department of 
Plant Health of the SARH [Secretariat of Agriculture and Water Resources| effectively 
combats the weevil, borer, corn borer and soldier borer of the corn plant, as well 

as the boll weevil of the cotton plant, and avocado, sugarcane, and tobacco borers. 


The tiny wasp, which measures less than a millimeter, is extremely voracious and 
destroys the insects’ eggs. 


The sterile Mediterranean fly, which combats the fruit fly, has been effective in 
the southeast, especially in Chiapas. Its reproduction is done in the Tapachula 
plant, where the pest has been brought under control. 


The sterile Mediterranean fly reproductive plant in Tapachula is considered the 
foremost in the world and production has exceeded 500 million insects weekly. 


The dissemination of the sterile Mediterranean fly, combined with quarantine measures 
adopted by the Secretariat of Agriculture and Water Resources along the Guatemalan 
border, has enabled Mexico to control the pest. 


An official report says that during 1980 only 300 fertile flies were found 40 km from 
the border between Chiapas and Guatemala compared with 6,700 flies found in 1979 
200 km from the border. 


\nother Ally Appears 
This year the Brakon kripac fly, which is very large and aggressive and attac's the 
of the red worm of the cotton plant, the avocado and cotton grub, and the boll 
evil, will be reproduced in large ecale. 
auro Rolando Hernandez Morales, an expert of the Beneficial Insects Reproductive 


Center, told EL SOL DEL CAMPO that Oaxacan farmers are aware of the cheap, easy, 
and rapid method of cembatting pests witl the trichogramma wasp. 
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With a single bag containing 5,000 wasps it is possible to protect a hectare of 
corn crop. Thirty thousand insects are used to protect a hectare of sugarcane or 
votton, 


This year, he said, the CRIB laboratory will begin to reproduce the Brakon fly on a 
large scale. Good progress is expected as it will be used in the central valleys of 
Oaxaca to com@at the avocado grub and the worm which attacks the tomato. 


The Trichogramma Factory 


The Beneficial Insects Reproductive Center plant is very simple. In one single-story 
building are scattered the various reproduction rooms. The expert explains the 
operation step by step: 


There is a room for the reproduction of hosts and a room for egg placement. Here 
they collect 300 cubic centimeters of eggs (each centimeter contains 25,000 eggs), 
enough to produce 800 million wasps each week. 


In another room they clean the eggs, which are stuck on laminated sheets the size of 
a playing card, with 225,000 microscopic eggs per sheet. 


In the parasite room the host becomes the egg of a beneficial insect, They mature in 
drawers. 


After the 7-day maturing period the laminated sheets in the drawers are cut into 
squares measuring 4 x 2 centimeters, which are deposited in paper bags; on the 8th 
day they are sent to the fields to be freed. 


During those 8 days of "manufacturing," their food consists of four kg of powdered 
wheat for each 100,000 eggs. 


A Biologist's Dream 
The PRC and the Soviet Union are two of the countries that have achieved good progress 
in biological control. Im Mexico, the biologists state, the day is near when we will 


achieve notable progress in controlling and combatting pests with beneficial insects. 


This step, they state, will counteract the indiscriminate use of chemical products, 
which are at present altering the ecology and noticeably damaging the environment. 


Fumigations, insecticides, and pesticides are harmful to plants, the soil, and to man, 
and worse, chemical substances have brought about resistance in some pests. 


Agricultural research in our country is determined to utilize natural means to 
control pests with the object of preserving the ecology. 














The weevil and other pests are exterminated through the use of beneficial insects. 


9015 
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NEW ZEALAND 


BRIEFS 


NOXLOUS WEED REAPPEARS--Te Awamutu--A noxious weed thought to have been eradicated 
in this country has appeared on a Paterangi farm near Te Awamutu, The horse 
nettle, or Solanum carolinense, has aroused considerable interest among Ruakura 
and Department of Scientific and Industrial Research scientists because of its 
rarity. According to the Waipa County Council's agricultural supervisor, Mr Kevin 
Field, the plant was first noticed about three weeks ago when the property owner 
was clearing ragwort and thistles from a paddock before cutting it for hay. The 
infested area is about 25 metres by 30 metres and more than 40 plants were dis- 
covered, Little is known of the plant in New Zealand although one Ruakura scien- 
tist had gained some knowledge of it overseas, Mr Field said there was a theory 
among the scientists that the berry type fruit would be toxic to stock. There are 
only three previously recorded cases in New Zealand of the plant appearing--in 
1936 in the Rotochu State Forest, in 1944 at Te Puke and in 1966 in the Waikato 
at Waitarium--but neither the size of the infestations nor any remedy used is 
recorded, Mr Field said he had sprayed the area with glyphosate and checked the 
area weekly for regrowth, Meantime, he said any decision on whether horse nettle 
should be added to the noxious weed plant schedule had been deferred, [Excerpts] 
lAuckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 18 Mar 81 p 1] 


NEW NOXIOUS WEED--Matamata--Seedlings of Noogoora Burr, a new weed discovered on 
a Matamata asparagus farm last month are reappearing in the crop. The owners of 
the farm believe the weed, regarded as a stock poisoner, has spread to other 
areas because it has also been discovered on the roadside nearby. Eight Temporary 
Employment Plan workers from the Matamata County Council spent two days last month 
removing the weeds from the crop. The new weeds appearing are seeding at six 
inches high, A Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries field officer has told the 
farmers to apply a pre-emergency spray about July before the asparagus spears 
appear. [Text] [Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 21 Mar 81 p 8] 
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NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


TSETSE FLY ERADICATION--Nigeria and the Republic of Cameroon are to embark 

on a 30 million Naira tsetse fly eradication program. The principal controller 
in the Federal Department of Pest Control Services, Mr Bernard Adaba, told 
newsmen that feasibility studies on the project had begun. The project, which 
is to commence at the Nigeria-Cameroon border, will last 10 years. [Text] 
[Lagos International Service in English 0830 GMT 3 Apr 81 AB} 


CSO; 5400 
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NORWAY 


BARK BEETLES HAVE SO FAR DESTROYED OVER FOUR MILLION ACRES 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 14 Mar 81 p 30 
l[Article by Tove Diesen) 


[Text] Damage caused by bark beetles in the forests of Ostland are approaching 

1 billion kroner and there ie no indication that they will stop of their own 

accord. Thus, the bark beetle war is still raging in ite third year, and this 
year's battle may prove to be decisive for large portions of the forests of Ost land. 
In Telemark, Vestfold, and the southern portions of Buskerud there are enormous 
problems in the forests, and it may take an effort of many years before results 

can be achieved. This was made clear on Friday when state funde of 20 million 
kroner were allocated /o' the battle at a cabinet meeting. 


"The discouraging thing is that the bark beetle has few natural enemies, while at 
the same time {t is not susceptible to diseases. Thus, there remain only two 
effective means of combating it: capture in traps using pheromones to attract it 
or summer felling of newly infested timber. Only by cutting can the new beetle 
generation be destroyed before it moves ‘away from home’ to find new hunting 
grounds," assistant director Oluf Aalde of the Agriculture Department explained 
the presse when the 1981 campaign was presented on Friday~-at about the same time 
that the cabinet minister presented and had approved a new parliamentary proposal 
for measures to combat the beetle. 


So far the beetles have destroyed around 4.5 million cubic meters of timber. This 
has caused losses of 400 million kroner to forest owners. Fores. inspector Oyvinn 
Molbach-Petersen of the department's forestry division estimates that approximately 
the same losses have been suffered by industry. In 1979 and 1980, countermeasures 
by the estate cost 60 million kroner and results are now beginning to be seen in 
regions where the effort has been most intense. 


Molbach-Petersen divided the war zone into three areas: in Ostfold, Hedmark, avd 
Oppland, control of the beetle population may be achieved by an all-out effort 

this year. In Oslo/Akershus and Aust-Agder the war also seems to be coming to an 
end, but here at least 7 more years of effective battle is required. In region 3, 
Telemark, Vestfold, and portions of Buskerud, however, the problems are so enormous 
that only blood, sweat, tears, and perhaps many years of disappointment can yield 
results. 
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"One problem we hope will be corrected, and which will be decisive for the outcome, 
ia that forest ownere must wake up and participate in the war to a greater extent. 
So far, a disappointingly emall number have actively participated through summer 
felling. We believe that the figure ie only about 20 percent of those who have 
bettle-infeated foreate," Molbach-Petersen said, 


The reason for the great differences between forest regione is that the western 
counties experienced great drought damage and greatly impaired foreete from 1975 
through 1977. At the same time, this was excellent ewarming weather for the 
beetles, which multiplied two or three times per season. The population has now 
reached such enormous proportions that the beetles have taken over completely in 
some areas where it is questionable whether any forest land can be saved at all, 
In the eastern counties, storm damage created good conditions for reproduction of 
the beetles, but nonetheless they have been easier to keep under control, 


Thies year, direct means of combating the beetles will cost just over 35 million 
kroner, of which forest owners will provide 23,58 million kroner. The state funds 
will cover the purchase of pheromone dispensers, chemical sprays, storage and 
transport, as wel) as aerial surveillance and subsidies for summer felling and 
removal of timber. The need for subsidies is assumed to be about 6 million kroner, 
About 3.5 million kroner will also go to subsidize construction of forest roads-- 

a seum that should be much larger, considering the need. Among other things, 3 
million kroner will also be appropriated for subsidies for technical equipment. 


This year, as last year, about 600,000 traps will lure bark beetles. It is 
estimated that pheromones in the traps have so far attracted 4.5 billion beetles. 
Theoretically, this number of beetles could have attacked and destroyed about 
630,000 cubic meters of timber. Our forests have perhaps about 80 billion bark 
beetles buzzing around in them. No one has counted them, but what the magic 
number is for how many of these insects our forests can handle, no one knows. 


9336 
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VLETNAM 


BRIEFS 


THAL BINH INSECT CONTROL=-Thai Binh Province has dispatched plant protection 
teams to detect and combat harmful insects and blight which have reportedly 
appeared in several districts. Thanks to their prompt action, more than 
6,460 hectares of 5th month-spring rice in these districts have been saved 
from destruction by blight. [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 
Ll Apr 81 BK] 
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